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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Reconsideration of the application Is requested. 

Claims 1 -9, 11 - 16, 18-30. 36-46. and 48 -66 are now in the application. Claims 
1, 30, 36, and 39 - 46 have been amended. Claims 10. 17, 31 - 35, and 47 are 
canceled. 

More specifically, all of the claims now contain the "ash value" limitation. That Is, the 
claims directed to the "fillers" (claims 66. 30, 36-47, 49-62, 64) now also contain the 
limitation that the ash value is limited to not more than 4%. The newly added claim 
66 is a verbatim copy of claim 1 and the portion of claim 1 0 dealing with the fillers. 

All of the claims remaining in the application now contain, inter alia, a limitation that 
the "ash value" of the primary product is limited to not more than 4% (independent 
claims 1, 14, 66) or not more than 2% (independent claim 18), respectively. 

This brings us to the Office action. The Examiner pointed out that the declaration 
under 37 CFR § 1 .131 filed on October 3, 2005 is "ineffective" to remove the 
reference Mercuri (US 6,517,964) because, allegedly, the appendix 1A was not 
submitted with the declaration. 

According to counsel's records, the appendix was indeed submitted. Enclosed 
herewith are copies of the pertinent pages from the SIGRAFLEX® brochure. Page 7 
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of the brochure explains the product designations. The ash content (in %) appears at 
the fourth position and it is designated with one of the letters Z, E, C. or D. 



The Examiner is requested to accept the four-page copy of the SIGRAFLEX® 
brochure into the record. The Information in the brochure, in combination with the 
Rule 131 declaration and the other appendices, proves beyond a doubt that the 
Inventors were in the possession of the Invention, as claimed, at least as early as 
November 30, 2000. 



It is once more submitted lhat Mercuri Is not available as a prior art reference and 
that the claims, as amended, are patentable over the prior art of record, in view of 
the foregoing, reconsideration and allowance of claims 1-9, 11-16, 18 - 30, 36 - 
46» and 48 - 66 are solicited. 

No monies are believed to be due with this amendment. Please charge any fees 
which might be due with respect to Sections 1.16 and 1 .1 7 to the Deposit Account of 
Lemer Greenberg Sterner LLP, No. 12-1099. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Ip— 7 7, "7 WERNER H, STEMER 

For Applicants req no. 34 956 

WHS:am - February 22, 2006 
Lerner Greenberg Sterner LLP 
P.O. Box 2480 

Hollywood, Florida 33022-2480 
Tel.: 954-925H00 
Fax: 954-925 H01 
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SIGRAFLEX 

Products manufactured from flexible graphite foil 
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This tnformactoa U based on oi^ 
preseni %uie of knowledge a 
incentlcd co provide general notes on 
Our products ami t kcir uses. It should 
therefore OOC bc comtrued ts gua- 
r*nreeing tpcddc properties o? the 
prodiurrs described or their iuiiabiUty 
for a particular appticxTtOn* Any 
cxisringtrtiiusiflal property righii 
must observed. The quality of our 
products U gutrancccd under our 
"Gcnerd Conditions of Sale". 
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Type 



Thickness 
In hundredrhs 
of a mm 

Bulk density 
of graphite 
in renrhs of 



Ash content 



Reinforcements 
{in V types 
only) 



Upgrading 



Cxampie of product designotion 
SIGRAFLEX 



V 200 IOC 2 I 



PRODUCT 
DESIGNATIONS 



F 
L 
V 



foil 
Sheet 

Reinforced sheet 



11 



E 
;l 
S 
X 



Z 
E 

C 
D 



^2. 



sO.15% 
< 1.00% with 
oxidation inhibitor 
S2.00% 
£4.00% 



0.2 mm perforated stBel.|^^^^' 
DIN maferial.no. 1.033Cf,f|^' 
0. 1 mm perfproted stainless";^ 
^eel sheet, DIN materfafi^^J 

.0.05 mm stainless steel fotr^'L 
DIN mqterlar no. 1440} }^ 
unbonded * i v. rv 

.0.05 mm stainless st^^ fou^ 
DIN material no. 1.4^$® 
.•bended • ; ^SjJ 

0.075 mm aluminium fbjj;,^ 
DIN material no. I.44Q|^ 
two outer loyer& . - '-'^^^^ 



She^t type EMAIL 
impregnation 
Self<]dhesive finish 
Corrosion inhibitor 
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""SIGRAFLEX 










Product survey 










Joble ; 


...Pioducf 


Type 


Thickness 


Width 


Length 








(mm) 




(m) 


bulk density 














..Roll 


F..,..Z 


O 1 S 1 ft 


ft S/1 n 




0.7/1.0/1.1 




F ZX 


0.50 


0.5 


50 


0.7 




F.....ZS 


0.50 


0.5 


50 


1.0 


i SIGRAFIEX 


F...E 


0:35/1.0 


0.5 


50 


0.7/1 .0 


^^FOIL 


F....,C 


0,25 to KO 


0.5/1.0 


50/100 






F D 


0.35 to 1,0 




oh request 


1.0/1.1 


r 


F.....CS 


KO 


0.5 




1.0 


^Sheet 














L Z 


1.0/1.5/2.0 


1.0 


1.0 


1.0 


i:SIGRAFLEX 


L C 


1.0/1.5/2.0 


1.0 


1.0 


1 ft 


\ BASIS 








-> 


Homogeneoi/s, Free of 


adhesive^ and binders 






^..Inipregncited sheef 












ij^5IGRAFLEX 


L CI impregnated 


1.0/1.5/2.0 


1.0 


1.0 


1 n 


^JSTANDARD 










Homogeneous, free of adh^sives and binders 






1 Reinforced sheet 












rSIGRAFLEX 


V.....D5 


0.5 to 2.0 


1.0 


1.0 


1.0 


COMPACT 












Two ofummium foil outer layers, DIN moteriai no. 3.0255, 0.075 mm 





|SK5RAFLEX 
leCONOMY 



V.....C4 0.5 to 3,0 1.0 1.0 

Stainless steel foil reinfbrcemenf, DIN material no. 1.4401, 0.05 mm, bonded 



1.0 



sSlGRAFLEX 
^AUTOMOTIVE 



v.. ...01 1.0 to 2.0 1.0 1.0 

Perforated steel sheet reinforcement, DIN material no. 1.0330, 0.2 mm 



1.0 



f.SIGRAFLEX 
tNORAAAL 



V.....C2 1.0/1.5/2.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 

Perforated stainless steel sheet reinforcement, DIN material no. 1 .4401, 0.1 mm 



iSIGRAFLEX 
^UNIVERSAL 



v.... .C2I impregnated 1.5/2.0/3.0 1.0/1.5 1.0/1.5 1,0 

Perforated stainless steel sheet reinforcement, DIN material no. 1.4401, 0.1 mm 



.SfGRAFLEX 
EAAAIL 



/SIGRAFLEX 
VHOCHDRUCK 



V.....Z3E 2.0/3.0 1.0 1.0 1.1 

Two stainless steel foil reinforcements, DIN moferfal no. 1 .4401, 0.05 mm, unbonded 
V.....Z3limpregnoted 1 .0 to 4.0 1.0/1.5 1.0/1.5 1.1 

Multiple stoiniess steel foil reinforcement, DIN material no. 1.4401, 0.05 mm, unbonded 



Details of oihw dimensions ond reinforcements on request 
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